
Update to Nineveh Trust from St Anthony’s School, Cliftonville. 

 

St Anthony’s School is situated in Margate in an area of high socio-economic deprivation. The school is 

a designated Special Educational Needs School, and has 110 pupils aged between 5-16 years of age; we 

have a primary department and a secondary department. All the pupils have varying needs and abilities, 

most of these needs are encompassed within either challenging behaviour (including ADHD, ODD, 

ASD as well as other social and emotional issues) or learning difficulties often associated with 

behaviour in one way or another. The overarching problems are associated with lack of success and 

progress in mainstream education so they need a more supportive and specialised environment. We have 

8 or less in a class with at least 1 support worker and 1 teacher. The young people often find it difficult 

to engage in class as learning to read, write or having to analyse and assimilate information can be very 

difficult for them. However, in the garden, they use practical skills and can see the impact they have on 

the garden as well as understanding their own achievements.  We therefore like to run an environmental 

project which caters for all our students and is inclusive. The garden project was started in 2006 and has 

one poly tunnel and an eco-shelter for open air lessons and presentations that has been built and 

designed by the pupils over the last two years; we also have a tool shed. It also has a pond with 

established wildlife which has won 4 consecutive gold awards from the Kent Wildlife Trust. We have 

now been given an adjoining plot of land to the garden but it needs a lot of work to make it into a 

wildlife area (below) 

 



 
 

Phase 1 of Wildlife garden 



Over the 3 years we wanted to: 

1. To buy and plant Hawthorne bushes that will act as fencing to go 

around the perimeter of the garden and become a hedge row. 

2. Create a newt pond, this will need to be dug and will need a 

membrane. Also cultivate a small woodland area in the plot adjacent to 

garden. 

3. Have two after school clubs - a gardening afterschool club and also an 

arts and crafts afterschool club with local artist to create murals and 

mosaics around the garden with an ecological/ environmental/ 

horticultural/ silvicultural emphasis. 

4. Establish a nature trail with signage that can be used by not only our 

school but other local schools.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to the Nineveh funding we were able to start our 3 year 

project to build and create a newt pond and wildlife garden and plant 

hedge rows with art work linked in. This funding has enabled us to 

have 2 after school clubs which have been a great success. We have up to 8 young 

people in each group that meet after school 2 days a week.  

 

The young people have also produced artwork linking in with the wildlife theme 

that will be displayed in the garden and have been fortunate to have a local artist, Lesley Gray, come 

into school. The young people get on well with Lesley who is helping them to learn new techniques and 

explore ideas, colours and designs outside of a classroom in a more relaxed environment, where they 

can have fun.  

 

To date we have planted all of the trees, 

Willows and Hawthorne hedging in phase 1 of 

the project. We have dug out the pond, lined it 

and filled it ready for planting and arrival of 

newts. 

 

 We have primed the large boards for the 

murals, are ready to design them and then 

paint them.  

 

This project has had a very positive impact on 

our young people. One young person has 

already said he wants to become a gardener 

when he leaves school and has chosen a Land 

Based Studies course for Key Stage 4. 

We are also linking with other local schools 

and environmental projects to swop ideas, knowledge and plants

Year 6 artwork 
The after school club 

hard at work in all 

weathers. 



  



 
 


